5. A TASTE OF ITALY

ZURICH

BELLINZONA
LOCARNO

DAY 1: ZURICH – bellinzona – locarno

I

n the morning, explore Zurich on your own, borrow a
free bike with «Züri rollt» or join a free walking tour. After
the tour, grab some take-away lunch and have it on the
train to Bellinzona.
Thanks to the 57 kilometres (35 miles) long GotthardBasistunnel, it now takes you less than two hours to bolt
through the Alps and reach Switzerland’s warm south.

Stop over in Bellinzona and visit the Castello di Montebello, a
UNESCO World Heritage site, before travelling on to Locarno.

Highlights
• Ride through GotthardBasistunnel, the world’s
longest train tunnel
• Walk the mighty walls of
Castello di Montebello
in Bellinzona (UNESCO)
• Enjoy a few scoops of
delicious ice cream in
Locarno or Ascona
• Visit one of the
popular river valleys
Maggia or Verzasca

Spend the rest of the evening taking in the Italian atmosphere
in Locarno. Hang out at Piazza Grande, stroll along Lago
Maggiore or just enjoy a few scoops of ice cream by the lake.
And just in case you’re wondering: Yes, you’re still in
Switzerland. Even if it doesn’t feel like it. This is as Italian as
our country gets...
Since you’re staying in the Canton of Ticino for the next
two nights, you’re entitled to a Ticino Ticket. You’ll receive it
when you check in to your accommodation.

zurich Main station

This fantastic travel pass lets you use public transport for free
all across the Canton of Ticino. It also gives you numerous
discounts on other local attractions and activities.

bellinzona
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5. A TASTE OF ITALY
DAY 2: free day in the canton of ticino

G

et ready to explore the Italian part of Switzerland
in all its glory. With the abundance of activities to
choose from, you won’t get bored today.

First up, I recommend you head to one of the two river
valleys: Maggia or Verzasca. Both are fantastic for hiking,
spending some time by the river or going for a refreshing
swim.
Also, don’t forget to bring your picnic on this journey. You’ll
find countless opportunities to take a break in both valleys.
My favourite place is right below the famous stone bridge
in Lavertezzo.

locarno

If you prefer calmer waters over cold mountain streams,
head to Lago Maggiore or Lago di Lugano. Both lakes are
stunning and provide you with more photo opportunities
than you can imagine.
Other popular destinations in Ticino are the inspiring little
artsy town of Ascona next to Locarno and the city of Lugano
further south.

lavertezzo, verzasca

To brush up on your Swiss geography knowledge, visit
Swissminiatur in Melide just outside Lugano. It’s a miniature
version of Switzerland and displays an incredible attention
to detail. I used to love going there on our family holidays.
In case you’re one of those adrenaline junkies, there’s always
the 007 bungy at the end of Verzasca valley. You might have
seen this 220 metre (720 feet) dive in the James Bond movie
Golden Eye.

maggia valley

If you decide to throw yourself off that wall, please send me
a picture. I’d love to see that...🙂
As you might have gathered by now, this day is by no means
long enough to do everything on the list.
Good thing there’s always tomorrow.
lago maggiore
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5. A TASTE OF ITALY
DAY 3: Locarno – zurich

T

oday is all about ticking off any remaining activities
you didn’t get to do yesterday. Max out that Ticino
Ticket and enjoy the Italian part of Switzerland.

The train ride from Locarno to Zurich takes roughly two and
a half hours, so spend as much time as you need before
heading back up north.

additional tips and information

Budget
Accommodation
• Accommodation in
Locarno is expensive
and prices vary, so
check the latest offers
on booking.com.
• HI Hostel Locarno
• Camping Delta Locarno

)) Upon check-in at your accommodation in Locarno,
you’ll receive a Ticino Ticket. This beauty lets you use public
transport in the whole Canton of Ticino for free for the time
of your stay.
)) The Canton of Ticino is a highly popular holiday
destination for the Swiss. If you travel during school holidays,
please make sure you book your accommodation in advance.
)) The peace and quiet in the Verzasca and Maggia valleys
can be deceiving. As soon as it starts raining further up in
the mountains, those streams become a dangerous force of
nature. Please check the weather forecast before you head
out. In case it does rain further up, keep a safe distance
from the water and don’t take a nap on one of the cosy
boulders inside the river. People have been surprised by
the enourmous mass of water and died. I don’t want you to
be one of them.

ascona

)) The pizza and ice cream in Locarno and Ascona (and
anywhere else in Ticino, really) are to die for. Don’t miss
out...
)) My favourite spot in the whole Canton of Ticino is the
bridge at Lavertezzo in the Verzasca valley. Getting there
from Locarno takes around 45 minutes by bus.

lugano

swissminiatur, melide
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