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DAY 1: ZURICH – bellInZonA – loCARno

i n the morning, explore Zurich on your own, borrow a 
free bike with «Züri rollt» or join a free walking tour. After 
the tour, grab some take-away lunch and have it on the 

train to Bellinzona. 

Thanks to the 57 kilometres (35 miles) long Gotthard-
Basistunnel, it now takes you less than two hours to bolt 
through the Alps and reach Switzerland’s warm south. 

Stop over in Bellinzona and visit the Castello di montebello, a 
UNESCo world Heritage site, before travelling on to Locarno. 

Spend the rest of the evening taking in the Italian atmosphere 
in Locarno. Hang out at the Piazza Grande, stroll along Lago 
maggiore or just enjoy a few scoops of ice cream by the lake. 

And just in case you’re wondering: Yes, you’re still in 
Switzerland. Even if it doesn’t feel like it. 

6. A TASTE OF ITALY

Highlights
•	 Ride through the 

Gotthard-Basistunnel, the 
world’s longest tunnel

•	 walk the mighty walls of 
Castello di montebello 
in Bellinzona (UNESCo) 

•	 Enjoy a few scoops of 
delicious ice cream in 
Locarno or Ascona

•	 Visit one of the 
popular river valleys 
maggia or Verzasca

https://lostinswitzerland.com
https://lostinswitzerland.com/
https://www.zuerich.com/en
https://www.stadt-zuerich.ch/aoz/de/index/shop/veloverleih.html
http://www.freewalk.ch/swiss/
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piazza grande, locarno

ascona

6. A TASTE OF ITALY

DAY 2: loCARno – ZURICH

s ince you’re staying in the Canton of Ticino, you’re 
entitled to a Ticino Ticket. You’ll receive it when you 
check in to your accommodation. And let me tell you, 

this thing is worth its weight in gold. 

It lets you use public transport for free all across the Canton 
of Ticino. which is worth a lot. It also gives you numerous 
discounts on other attractions. So knock yourself out! 

Head to Ascona, a picturesque little town right on the Italian 
border, and go for a swim in Lago maggiore. 

Alternatively, catch a bus to the Valle maggia and jump 
into the freezing River maggia as all daredevils do. You can 
also head up Valle Verzasca to enjoy your picnic under the 
famous bridge in Lavertezzo, hike along the River Verzasca 
or get your adrenaline pumping at the 007 bungy. 

In the late afternoon, grab one last scoop of ice cream and 
bolt through the world’s longest tunnel back to Zurich.

day 1 Long Distance Ticket from Zurich to Locarno 63 CHF

day 2 Long Distance Ticket from Bellinzona to Zurich 59 CHF

total long distance tickets 122 CHF

optional City Ticket Zurich 8 CHF

 ) If you’re using local transport in Zurich a lot, upgrading 
to a City Ticket will save you 1-2 CHF.

 ) on Day 2, you only need to buy a Long Distance Ticket 
from Bellinzona to Zurich. The trip from Locarno to Bellinzona 
is covered with the Ticino Ticket, a public transport ticket 
you’ll receive upon check-in at your accommodation.

 ) For both rides from Zurich to Locarno and from 
Bellinzona to Zurich, check the SBB app or website for 
Supersaver Tickets. with this option, you won’t be able to 
buy a City Ticket anymore. But it could save you more than 
50% on each ride.

 ) Also, check the SBB website if you can get your hands 
on a Saver Day Pass. They start at 52 CHF but sell out days, 
if not weeks, in advance. Do your research as soon as you 
know your travel dates. Sales open 60 days in advance.

best tICket optIon

•	 Accommodation in 
Locarno is expensive 
and prices vary, so 
check	the	latest	offers	
at booking.com.

•	 HI Hostel Locarno

•	 Camping Delta Locarno

Budget 
Accommodation

valle verzasca

https://lostinswitzerland.com
https://lostinswitzerland.com/
https://www.ticino.ch/en/ticket.html
https://www.sbb.ch/en/home.html
https://www.booking.com/searchresults.en.html?city=-2552936&aid=1380431&no_rooms=1&group_adults=1
https://www.youthhostel.ch/en/hostels/locarno/
http://www.campingdelta.com/en/

